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ROSENBERG DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
On this the 8th day of January 2015, the Rosenberg Development Corporation (RDC) of the City of Rosenberg, Fort 
Bend County, Texas, met in Regular Session, at the Rosenberg Civic Center, located at 3825 SH 36S, Rosenberg, 
Texas. 
 
PRESENT 
Teresa Bailey  Secretary, Rosenberg Development Corporation 
Ted Garcia   Treasurer, Rosenberg Development Corporation 
Cynthia McConathy  Director, Rosenberg Development Corporation 
Jimmie J. Peña  Director, Rosenberg Development Corporation 
Allen Scopel   Vice President, Rosenberg Development Corporation 
 
ABSENT 
Amanda J. Barta  Director, Rosenberg Development Corporation 
Bill Knesek   President, Rosenberg Development Corporation 

        
STAFF PRESENT 
Robert Gracia City Manager 
Jeremy Heath Assistant Economic Development Director 
Darren McCarthy Parks and Recreation Director 
Randall D. Malik Executive Director, Rosenberg Development Corporation 
Cynthia Sullivan Secretary II 
Travis Tanner Executive Director of Community Development 
Jeff Trinker Executive Director of Support Services 
Joyce Vasut Executive Director of Administrative Services 
 
GUESTS 
Jeanne H. McDonald  Jeanne H. McDonald, P.C. Attorneys at Law  
Karl Baumgartner President, Texas Master Naturalists, Coastal Prairie Chapter 
Regina Morales President/CEO, Central Fort Bend Chamber  
Jeff Wiley President/CEO, Greater Fort Bend Economic Development Council 
Paulette Shelton Director, Fort Bend County Transportation Department 
 

        
CALL TO ORDER. 
Vice President Scopel called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.  
 
STATEMENT OF RULES PERTAINING TO AUDIENCE COMMENTS.
Cynthia Sullivan, Secretary II, read the statement of rules pertaining to audience comments. 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE.  
There were no comments from the audience. 
 

 
CONSENT AGENDA 

 
    A. CONSIDERATION OF AND ACTION ON THE REGULAR ROSENBERG DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 

MEETING MINUTES FOR NOVEMBER 13, 2014.  
 

    B.  CONSIDERATION OF AND ACTION ON THE MONTHLY ROSENBERG DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
FINANCIAL REPORTS FOR THE PERIOD ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2014. 
Executive Summary: The December 2014 RDC Financial Reports are attached for your review and consideration.  
Staff recommends approval. 
 
Action: Director McConathy moved, and Director Bailey seconded to approve the Consent Agenda Items A and B. The 
motion carried by a unanimous vote of those present. 
 
                                                                         AGENDA 
 

1.  HOLD EXECUTIVE SESSION PURSUANT TO SECTION 551.071 OF THE TEXAS GOVERNMENT CODE TO 
RECEIVE LEGAL ADVICE FROM THE CITY ATTORNEY CONCERNING CONTEMPLATED LITIGATION, NAMELY 
DISPUTE WITH IMPERIAL PERFORMING ARTS, INC.; PURSUANT TO TEXAS GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 
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551.072 TO DELIBERATE THE POTENTIAL PURCHASE, EXCHANGE, LEASE, OR VALUE OF REAL PROPERTY; 
AND, PURSUANT TO SECTION 551.087 OF THE TEXAS GOVERNMENT CODE REGARDING ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT NEGOTIATIONS. 
 
Vice President Scopel adjourned the Regular Session and declared an Executive Session at 4:05 p.m. 
 
An Executive Session was held for deliberations pursuant to 551.071 of the Texas Government Code to receive legal 
advice from the City Attorney concerning contemplated litigation, namely dispute with Imperial Performing Arts, Inc.; 
pursuant to Texas Government Code Section 551.072 to deliberate the potential purchase, exchange, lease, or value 
of real property; and, pursuant to Section 551.087 of the Texas Government Code regarding economic development 
negotiations. 
 

2.  ADJOURN EXECUTIVE SESSION, RECONVENE INTO REGULAR SESSION, AND TAKE ACTION AS 
NECESSARY AS A RESULT OF EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
 
Vice President Scopel adjourned the Executive Session and reconvened into Regular Session at 4:35 p.m.  Vice 
President Scopel asked for the Board’s desire to take action on the Superior Tanks Agreement. 
 
Action: Director McConathy moved and Director Bailey seconded a motion to approve the Agreement and authorize 
President Bill Knesek to execute the Superior Tanks Agreement. The motion carried by a unanimous vote of those 
present. 
 

3.  CONSIDERATION OF AND ACTION ON AN ENGAGEMENT LETTER FOR LEGAL SERVICES BY JEANNE H. 
MCDONALD, P.C., ATTORNEYS AT LAW REPRESENTING ROSENBERG DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION. 
Executive Summary:  This item has been added to the Agenda to engage Jeanne H. McDonald, P.C., Attorneys at 
Law, for the negotiation and preparation of incentive agreements and other legal services for the Rosenberg 
Development Corporation. 
 
Key discussion points: 

 Mr. Malik explained the engagement letter for creation of incentive agreements from time to time. 
Questions/Answers: 

 Director McConathy asked how long Ms. McDonald’s firm has been in service to RDC. 
 Ms. McDonald explained that she had been working with the City on Economic Development agreements for 

about 1.5 years, in business for 30 years, and her experience with other Governmental entities in this type of 
work for the past 8-10 years.  

 Director McConathy asked if the staff recommends approval of this agreement. 
 Mr. Malik explained that staff had been very comfortable with Ms. McDonald’s firm as Ms. McDonald has been 

working on MUD documentation. 
 Director Peña explained it is important that we continue with this flow of expertise as Ms. McDonald’s firm has 

been handling these documents through the City. 
 Vice President Scopel asked about the definition of “entities” on page one (1) regarding any related person or 

entities. 
 Ms. McDonald explained that if RDC had a subsidiary, she would not be representing the subsidiary, but just 

the RDC. She has a separate engagement letter with the City. If the City and the RDC ever became 
adversarial, she would be conflicted out of representing either the City or the RDC. 

 
Action: Director Garcia moved and Director McConathy seconded a motion to accept the engagement letter between 
Rosenberg Development Corporation and Jeanne H. McDonald, P.C., Attorneys at Law. The motion carried by a 
unanimous vote of those present. 
 

4.  CONSIDERATION OF AND ACTION ON A FUNDING AGREEMENT BY AND BETWEEN THE ROSENBERG 
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION AND THE TEXAS MASTER NATURALISTS, COASTAL PRAIRIE CHAPTER, 
INC., IN THE AMOUNT OF $50,000. 
Executive Summary:  Representatives of the Texas Master Naturalists, Coastal Prairie Chapter, Inc., presented a 
proposal for funding for their 2015 activities. The attached Funding Agreement would authorize the expenditure of the 
$50,000 for the specific items listed in Exhibit “A” to the proposed funding agreement. 
 
Key discussion points: 

 Mr. Malik introduced Karl Baumgartner, Texas Master Naturalists, Coastal Prairie Chapter President to 
present past activities and improvements they are looking at this year. 

 Mr. Baumgartner presented a history of the past year through a slide presentation shared with the Board of 
Directors. 

Questions/Answers: 
 Director Peña asked about fishing in the pond.  
 Mr. Baumgartner reported there had been a three pound bass caught this year in the pond. He also stated that 

currently the pond has vegetation around it and the fishing has improved. 
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Action: Director McConathy moved and Director Garcia seconded a motion to authorize the expenditure of $50,000 
and the execution of the Funding Agreement by and between the RDC and the Texas Master Naturalists. The motion 
carried by a unanimous vote of those present. 
 
RECESS SESSION, RECONVENE SESSION. 
Vice President Scopel recessed the Session at 5:00 p.m., and reconvened the Session at 5:12 p.m. 
 

5.  CONSIDERATION OF AND ACTION ON A STANDARD SERVICES CONTRACT FOR PROMOTIONAL AND 
MEMBERSHIP SERVICES BY AND BETWEEN THE ROSENBERG DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION AND THE 
CENTRAL FORT BEND CHAMBER IN THE AMOUNT OF $10,000. 
Executive Summary: The Rosenberg Development Corporation has annually budgeted $10,000 for promotional and 
membership services provided by the Central Fort Bend Chamber. $10,000 has been budgeted in the Fiscal Year 2015 
Budget for the Central Fort Bend Chamber. Staff recommends authorizing the RDC President to sign the Standard 
Services Contract between Rosenberg Development Corporation and Central Fort Bend Chamber. 
 
Key discussion points: 

 Mr. Malik explained that historically RDC has allocated $10,000 annually for promotional services with the 
Central Fort Bend Chamber (CFBC) and an additional $2,500 to cover the use of the Rosenberg Civic Center. 

 Mr. Malik introduced Regina Morales, President / CEO of the CFBC. 
 Ms. Morales explained the contract between CFBC and RDC has more details than previous contracts. Some 

of these include an explanation of promotional opportunities in the Membership Directories distributed to all 
area Chamber members and mailed in relocation and visitor packages. RDC will receive 12 placements in the 
CFBC’s weekly electronic newsletter. RDC will have a reserved table for three monthly membership 
luncheons/breakfasts which includes the Mayor’s State of the City event. The RDC logo will be displayed on 
the homepage of the CFBC’s website as a member and will include a link to the RDC website. CFBC will 
provide 12 email blasts for the purpose of advertisement and promotion to greater than 4,300 regional 
recipients in the CFBC database. CFBC will be refocusing this year in setting up programs through SCORE 
and SBA for small businesses. 

Questions/Answers: 
 Director McConathy asked if the CFBC is providing 300 maps of the Rosenberg area. Ms. Morales explained 

the maps will be of the Rosenberg-Richmond area. CFBC will be adding a tourism proponent also. 
 Director Peña asked if the CFBC could assist the City and the RDC by providing lists of people that are 

chamber members as we have need for volunteer committee members. Ms. Morales agreed it would be a 
great idea and said that when the City or RDC has appointments coming up, the CFBC could ask the 
membership through their communication mechanisms to help garner volunteers to serve as committee 
members. 

 
Action: Director Bailey moved and Director McConathy seconded a motion to authorize the expenditure of $10,000 for 
promotional services and an additional $2,500 to cover the use of the Rosenberg Civic Center with the Central Fort 
Bend Chamber. The motion carried by a unanimous vote of those present. 
 

6.  CONSIDERATION OF AND ACTION ON A SERVICES CONTRACT FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
BY AND BETWEEN THE ROSENBERG DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION AND THE GREATER FORT BEND 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL IN THE AMOUNT OF $20,000. 
Executive Summary:  The Rosenberg Development Corporation has annually budgeted $20,000 for economic 
development services provided by the Greater Fort Bend Economic Development Council. $20,000 has been budgeted 
in the Fiscal Year 2015 Budget for services provided by the Greater Fort Bend Economic Development Council. Staff 
recommends authorizing the RDC President to sign the Services Contract between the Rosenberg Development 
Corporation and the Greater Fort Bend Economic Development Council. 
 
Key discussion points: 

 Mr. Malik explained the RDC has historically allocated $20,000 annually for the GFBEDC and Jeff Wiley is 
here to answer any questions the Board might have for this organization. 

 Mr. Wiley mentioned GFBEDC is very interested in the legislative session coming up. 
Questions/Answers: 

 Vice President Scopel mentioned a Rosenberg business having difficulty with lab results.  
 Mr. Wiley said some of their staff is very familiar with the limitations on air quality in Fort Bend County versus 

other counties. He further stated GFBEDC is available to help. 
 
Action:  Director Garcia moved and Director McConathy seconded a motion to authorize the expenditure of $20,000 for 
services provided by the Greater Fort Bend Economic Development Council. The motion carried by a unanimous vote 
of those present. 
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7.  REVIEW AND DISCUSS A PRESENTATION FROM PAULETTE SHELTON, DIRECTOR FOR FORT BEND 
COUNTY PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT ON THE STATUS OF PROPOSED 
ROSENBERG/RICHMOND BUS ROUTE, AND TAKE ACTION AS NECESSARY. 
Executive Summary:  Paulette Shelton, Fort Bend Transit Director, is planning to attend the meeting to provide an 
update on the proposed Rosenberg/Richmond Bus Route. This project is proposed to be funded with four partners 
(Richmond, Rosenberg, Fort Bend County, and the George Foundation) sharing equally in the cost of the bus transit 
service. 
 
Key discussion points: 

 Mr. Malik reminded the Board Ms. Shelton attended the last Board meeting to update the Board on the 
proposed bus route and overall project. 

 Ms. Shelton distributed the proposed bus route, with possible routes and schedules. Ms. Shelton further stated 
that since the last visit with the Board, there had been a site visit by the George Foundation. 

Questions/Answers: 
 Director McConathy asked about the dashed line on the drawing. Ms. Shelton explained the dashed line is the 

railroad tracks. 
 Vice President Scopel asked about the blue dashes going across US 59, and down to University of Houston. 
 Ms. Shelton stated an iteration of this schedule shows commuter options and a parking lot on FM 762 that 

could be used for a stop on this bus route. 
 Mr. Malik stated the main change is the area on Avenue D and north of the railroad tracks. 
 Director Peña stated the railroad is going to increase their rail traffic to Freeport/Galveston area. Traffic will be 

even more heavily traveled in the area across from the library, a highly traveled area, and Director Peña 
proposed going underneath the underpass between Rosenberg and Richmond, down Reading Road and turn 
on Town Center Boulevard. His concern with that route is the safety of traffic. An alternative would be coming 
around the Justice Center and catch Lane Drive which turns into Reading Road, and have a controlled 
overpass avoiding the trains. 

 Ms. Shelton states north Richmond area residents are trying to get to Wal-Mart.  
 Director Garcia asked about any stops on the north area of Rosenberg near Avenue D. 
 Director Peña pointed out that instead of going across the railroad tracks, the route plans to drive over the 

bridge and catch Highway 90A toward Fiesta.  
 
No action was taken. 
 

8.  CONSIDERATION OF AND ACTION ON AN AGREEMENT FOR TRANSPORTATION SERVICE BY AND 
BETWEEN ROSENBERG DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION AND FORT BEND COUNTY FOR BUS SERVICES IN 
ROSENBERG IN THE AMOUNT OF $83,725. 
Executive Summary: This agenda item includes a proposed agreement between Fort Bend County and the 
Rosenberg Development Corporation for Transportation Services. Transportation services include the operation of a 
bus route through Rosenberg and Richmond. The Rosenberg Development Corporation has budgeted $80,000 in the 
Fiscal Year 2015 Budget for transportation services provided by the Fort Bend County Transportation Department. 
 
Key discussion points: 

 Ms. Shelton explained a partnership of four entities. Richmond Development Corporation has approved the 
amount of $75,000 for this project.  

 Fort Bend County has been approached by the Wessendorff Foundation to submit an application for funding. 
 Ms. Shelton asked the RDC Board of Directors to consider a $75,000 contribution to the Fort Bend County 

Transportation Service. 
 Ms. Shelton reported Richmond has requested changes in the contract language. If either party cancels the 

contract without cause, there will be pro-rata share returned to each partner. She further stated a request for 
two additional changes; driver records and background checks be made available on a consistent basis. Fort 
Bend County does not operate the service directly, but contracts this service to a private company. 

 Vice President Scopel offered his approval to fund $75,000 and allow our attorney to look at the contract. 
 Director McConathy asked a question on Section 3.2 of the contract regarding automatic renewal without the 

benefit of the RDC Board. She prefers the RDC Board have the opportunity to look at this contract before the 
contract renews. 

 Director Bailey asked what controls are in place for RDC giving the funding to the County, but the County is 
contracting the service out to the private sector.  

 Ms. Shelton stated there are extensive monitoring visits, and driving records are kept. The advantages are 
reimbursement rates are better and it takes the money out to the private sector. 

 Director Bailey asked if there was ever an accident, would RDC be a party to the lawsuit. Ms. Shelton stated 
that most likely in the event of an accident, each entity would be liable if a lawsuit was filed. 

 Director Garcia asked about Section 3.4; the County has no obligation to return any funds to any party if the 
contract is cancelled.  

 Ms. Shelton is proposing a pro-rata share back if the contract is cancelled by any entity. 
 Director Garcia stated he understands that if the total amount of funding is $251,000 and there are five (5) 

partners to the Transit System that would lower each share to $50,000. His concern is the initial investment. 
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 Director Peña stated the County is asking for $75,000 initial investment and RDC already budgeted $80,000 
for this project. 

 Director Peña asked if there is a problem with a certain crossing, how the contract would be amended. 
 Ms. Shelton stated it could not be changed in a day, but would go through the proper processes. 

 
Action:  Director Bailey moved and Director McConathy seconded a motion to authorize the expenditure of $75,000 for 
bus services in Rosenberg and submit the funding agreement/contract to RDC attorney for review. The motion carried 
by a unanimous vote of those present. 
 

9.  REVIEW AND DISCUSS CITY SIDEWALK PLAN, AND TAKE ACTION AS NECESSARY. 
Executive Summary: This item has been added to provide the Board an opportunity to discuss potential sidewalk 
projects in the City of Rosenberg, and to take action if necessary. 

 
Key discussion points: 

 Mr. Tanner explained the City has a sidewalk plan that governs where developers have to install sidewalks. 
The City recently adopted a sidewalk repair and maintenance program. The City does not have funding for 
installing new sidewalks if not installed by developers. RDC approached the City a few months ago with 
questions about installing sidewalks and make connections in the City. The City further looked at areas that 
would benefit commercial development in existing business areas and make those connections. Generally 
speaking, the cost is approximately $25 per linear foot or $130,000 per mile of sidewalk. 

 Director McConathy asked if this price includes just one side of the street, not both sides and Mr. Tanner 
confirmed the cost is for just one side of the street. 

 Director Peña asked if there is a preference for the north versus the south side of the street for planned 
sidewalk connections. Mr. Tanner stated installation is based on the plan the City has already made. 

 Director McConathy asked what the two different colors represented on the plan. Mr. Tanner stated the purple 
is sidewalks already funded.  

 Director Peña asked about Avenue G and Mr. Tanner reported Avenue G falls under our sidewalk repair 
program already funded. 

 Mr. Malik reminded the Board that they had discussed these areas, and the Board is interested in funding new 
sidewalks in commercial areas. He and Mr. Tanner had discussed possible areas. 

 Director McConathy asked Mr. Tanner to prepare a proposal regarding businesses coming in and bring the 
cost to that proposal back to the Board for funding sidewalks in commercial areas. 

 Mr. Tanner said the projects would be based on a possible funding amount. 
 Vice President Scopel asked Mr. Tanner to mark those individual areas with a cost and to bring that plan back 

when President Knesek is able to attend the Board meeting. 
 
No action was taken. 
 

10.  REVIEW AND DISCUSS OLD RICHMOND ROAD AND JENNETTA STREET RECONSTRUCTION, AND TAKE 
ACTION AS NECESSARY. 
Executive Summary: This item was added by RDC Director Jimmie Peña for consideration of RDC funding for the 
reconstruction of Old Richmond Road. The project was included in the City of Rosenberg FY2014 Capital Improvement 
Project list. The FY2014 Capital Improvement Project list was approved by City Council on September 17, 2013. On 
October 15, 2013, City Council approved Resolution No. R-1705, which approved the reconstruction of Old Richmond 
Road and Jennetta Street, including necessary drainage improvements with the participation of Fort Bend County 
Road and Bridge. 
 
Key discussion points: 

 City Manager Gracia briefed the Board that in 2014 City Council approved $500,000 for improvements. To 
date, the City has spent $143,000 on an engineering study and also completed some drainage work. The City 
will need an alternative route to get people from point A to point B. It can and will be a major corridor for 
people driving through Rosenberg and brings people into the Historic Downtown District. 

 Director Bailey pointed out as she was reading through minutes from previous City Council meetings, the 
question was asked if there was funding for this road, and the answer was always yes. 

 Director Peña stated the $500,000 was funded for the engineering study only. The City used the money to 
repair the road.  

 Director McConathy asked if the engineering study addresses the long term drainage issues. 
 Director Bailey stated it seems like this is a City or a bond issue, not an RDC funding issue. 
 Director Bailey asked if the $500,000 budgeted will go for the engineering study.  
 Mr. Gracia reported $143,000 was for the engineering study, some of the funds were spent on drainage work 

that was needed, and in order to complete the project the City needs $1,500,000. 
 Vice President Scopel asked about the funding possibility for RDC for this project. Ms. Vasut said at this time, 

RDC would not have to go into additional debt to fund this project. The entire project was going to be a part of 
the bond election, but there was no bond election. The City does not have the $1,500,000 at this time for this 
project, and in order to move the project more quickly, it was brought to RDC to request funding.  

 Mr. Malik pointed out with the Paragon project and the $4,750,000 with completion of that, RDC has $100,000 
to $200,000 wiggle room in the budget to avoid additional debt. 



 
PAGE 6 of 6 * ROSENBERG DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION MEETING MINUTES * 

January 08, 2015 
 

 Director Bailey said with One-Way Pairs due to start, Old Richmond Road is going to have to be used to offset 
traffic from the construction area. She had a concern with the two projects running simultaneously. 

 Director McConathy said the One-Way Pairs project is probably a year away from starting. 
 Director Peña reported the City Council is going to do everything they can to stop One-Way Pairs from 

starting. 
 
No action was taken. 
 

11.  REVIEW AND DISCUSS SECTION 551.041 OF THE TEXAS OPEN MEETINGS ACT – NOTICE OF MEETING 
REQUIRED AS IT RELATES TO DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS BEING REMOVED FROM MEETING AGENDAS, 
AND TAKE ACTION AS NECESSARY.  
Executive Summary: This item has been included to provide the Economic Development Director the opportunity to 
update the Board on the removal of departmental reports from meeting agendas as per Section 551.041 of the Texas 
Open Meeting Act. 
 
Key discussion points: 

 Mr. Malik explained that some City staff members attended a Texas Municipal League workshop where it was 
strongly suggested that Directors’ reports were not providing sufficient notice to the public. It was encouraged 
that we no longer continue the practice of presenting Director Reports as an agenda item. In trying to come up 
with alternatives, Economic Development staff has been sending weekly updates to the Board through an 
email. Staff plans to formalize that and once a month email a detailed list to the Board and if there are any 
project updates or items you wish to discuss further, these items can be added to the agenda. 

 Director McConathy asked if this also includes the communications report as well. Mr. Malik confirmed the 
communications report was removed as well. 

 
No action was taken. 

 
12.  REVIEW AND DISCUSS REQUESTS FOR FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS, AND TAKE ACTION AS NECESSARY.

Executive Summary: This item provides the Rosenberg Development Corporation Board the opportunity to request 
future agenda items. 
 
Key discussion points: 

 City Sidewalk Plan 
 Old Richmond and Jennetta Road 
 Regina Morales, Central Fort Bend Chamber – Score Program 
 University of Houston group for SBA loans 
 Fort Bend Transit update 

 
No action was taken. 
 

13. ANNOUNCEMENTS. 
 

 Livable Centers workshop next Wednesday from 6 – 8 p.m. at the Civic Center 
 Old Ice House up on Avenue I now has the Hill Ice House name on it.  
 The Hill on 359 is now a Resale Shop 

 
14. ADJOURNMENT. 

 
Action:  Director McConathy moved and Director Garcia seconded a motion to adjourn the RDC Board Meeting. The 
motion carried by a unanimous vote of those present.  The meeting adjourned at 6:25 p.m. 

 
        

 
 
________________________________ 
Cynthia Sullivan 
Secretary II 

 
 
RDC Minute Attachment: 
  

1. Fort Bend Transportation Bus Route 


